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SISTERS OF STRUBGLE: BLACK WOMEN AND BLACK LIBERATION

There 1s no more important topic for study than women, and this is as equally
true for Black women as for anybody else. And yet, withaout effort especial ly
onn the part of women them- selves, this study will not be undert aken praperly,
wamer will go unknown as  before and the emancipation of women will be prolonged
even more. This is a study guide to encourage the proper study of Black women.

This study guide is crganized intc three parts: topics 1 - 4 focus on Black
womens experiernces within the essential pericds of Afro-American historical
modalities (Rfrica, Slaver¥, Tenancy, and the urban experience); topics 5 = 7
focus on the developmental sex-role changes for Black women (growing up,
courtship and marriage, and family-kinship networks); and topics 8 - i@ focus on
movements and the poﬁitics of social change (the arts, palitics, and protest).
We bave included a biblicgraphy of gereral texts frequently used in Elack womens
studies, and a chart to see haw all of these texts cover the ten topics of this
study guide.

gN?tglto readers of 2nd draft: UWe need toc locate more recent data. Can you
elp?

The Cooperative Research Network (see page 135) has established a new wark
group, SISTERS OF STRUGGLE. The 805 is oper ta all sisters wha agree with the
obgec%ives of the CRN, the general thrust of this study wide, and the genreral
ghru5§ sf the text Introduction tc Afro-American__Studies by Abdul RAlkalimat and

ssociates.
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The particular problems and concerns of Black women must be discussed not  as
isclated questions, but as a part of the problems faced by all Elack pecple.
Over 32% of all Black peaople in the United BStates are women. Women play a
special role in bearing children and in the family and increasingly are
becoming sole heads of househalds. However, Black wemen face greater
discrimination than any other ?raup in this society—in income, in job
oppor?u?ities, in education, in holding political office, and in cother areas of
sacia ife.,

The oppression of Black women has its historical roots in the foundation and
development of capitalism and imperialism in the United States. This special
oppression is based on three things:

1. Mcst Black women are workers and are subjected to economic (class)
explaitation at the hands of the rich. BRlack women have always worked and
this more than anything else has shaped the experience of ERlack women in
the United SBtates. In fact, the wark experiences of Elack wamen make their
corcerns scmewhat different from those of the women'’s liberation movement
which seeks tc get white women into the wark place. Baoth Black and white
wamen, however, share the demand of equal pay for equal work.

. Black women, as do the masses of Black men, suffer from many forms of
racist national oppression, like job discriminatien and the denial of
basic democratic rights,

3. Black women, like all wamen face male supremacy (sexism) which attempts
to put women into subordinate roles in a male—~daminated society. This is
reflected in the rale of women in the Black family. In short, the
appression of Elack womern grows aut  of the same system of capitalism that
exploits and oppresses the masses of Black people and everybody else, ard
it is buttressed by patriarchal ideologg. The particular content of this
ogpression has been transformed as e experiences of Black pecple have
changed from slavery to the rural experience to the urban experience.
These three periods provide the histarical framework for our analysis of
Black women and the family.

Alkalimat and Asscciates,
Introduction to Afrc American Studies, pp. 2@6-2@7.
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BASIC BIBLIDGRAPHY ON BLACK WOMEN

A. Key Bibliopgraphical References

4.

Johnetta Cole, "Black Wamen in America: Ar PArmctated Biblicgraphy.” The
Black Scholar, March 1975, pp 16-28.

Lenwcad GB. Davis, The Rlack Weman _in__PAmerican Scciety: A _Selected
Annctated Biblicnraphy. Bastor: G. K. Hall, 1975,

Gloria Hull, Patricai Bell Scott, and Barbara Smith, eds. But Scme_of is
Are_ Brave: ﬁlack Woemens Studies. 01d Westbury, N.Y.: The Feminist Fress,
1982. BSee Section 6, "Riblicgraphies arnd Ribliographic Essays," pp

a221-336.

Ora Williams, AfAmerican_ Black _Women in the_ Arts__and _Sciences: A
Biblicgraphy. Metucher, NJ: Scarecrcw Press, 1378.

B. Main Anthecleopgies

1.
2.

3.

4.

3.

Toeni Cade, ed., The_Black Woman. New York: New American Library, 1370.

Sharon Harley and Rosalyrn Terborg-Perrn, eds., The_ Afro-fAmerican__Woman:
Struggles_and_ Images. Port Washington, N.Y.: Kennikat, 1578,

Gerda Lerver, ed., Black_ _Women_ irn White PAmericas B _Documentary History.
1972,

%a Frances Rocdgers—Rose, ed., The_ Black Woman. Beverly Hills, CAR: Sage,

C. Gerneral Works

112

Angela Davis, Wemen, Race and_Class. New York: Random House, 1981.

2. Jacgueline Janes Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and
the Family from élagerv tc the Present. New York: Basic Books, Y985,

3. Jearme Ncble, Beautiful, Also, Are the Sculs of My Black Sisters: A
History of the BIack Woman_in__America. Ernglewcod Cliffs, NJ: Frentice
Hall, Twnc., 1978.

4, Roabert Staples The__Black Weman_ _in_ _America. Chicaga: Nelson Hall
Publ ishers, 1973, 78.

GENERAL DUTLINE

1. Women in Africa

2. Black Women in Slavery

3. Black Women in Tenarcy

4, Black Women in the City

3. Browing up as a Rlack Woman

6. Courtship and Marriage

7. Family and Kinship

8. BRlack Wemen as Artists

9. Elack Women in Electoral Politics
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1#. Black Women and Sccial Protest

1. WOMEN IN AFRICA

Womens lives in Africa reflect varied historical experiences: patriarchal
patterns of traditional sccieties, colonized sccieties, independent rec-colonial
societies, sccieties led by sociaiist oriented political parties, and liberation
movemnents., Womer, in every case, are the mast economically explacited and
socially oppressed of all groups. Dver the 1long run, urbanization and
industrialization create greater necessit¥ to equalize opgortunities for womer
in education and employment, thereby utilizing more effectively the labor of
womers for profits,

Throughout African history individual women have plaéed key rales 1in state
building and anti-colanial struggle (e.g., the Eg¥ptian ueen Nefertiti and the
Angolan Queen Nzinga. However, only as a result of influences from trade unions,
liberation mavements and socialist parties do women emerge as a social force for
their own emancipation. The emancipation of waomen requires the liberation of
society, modern technology, and new forms of collective responsibility in the
sacial develocpmert of children. Mareover, the cultural hegemony of patriarchal
rules will enly be destroyed by an aggressive political struggle waged by an
indeperndent womens mavement, includin% mass political education for wamen and
men, and progressive women in 30% of leadership roies.

1. To what extent were women emancipated in traditional African scciety? Ta
what extent were women liberated under celonialism? by major religions?
by the post-colonial state in Africa?

2. What is the rcle of women ir the movements to build new sccieties under
sacialism? Discuss the example of Angolan women.

3. What are the experiences of women in South Africa (Rzania) today? How are

they oppressed? How are they contributing to the liberation struggle?
Deal with Winnie Mandela.

Maria Rosa Cutrufelli, Women_of Africa. London: Zed, 1983.

Editorial Committee, ed., Women_in Nigeria Today. Londen: Zed, 1985

*Dgggzization of Angalan Women, Angolan Wemen Building the Future. London: Zed,

Wirmie Mandela, Part_of My Scul. London: Penguin Books, 1985.

Iv?n Van Sertima, Black Wemen_ in Antiguity. New Brunswick, NJ: Transitior Baoks,

¥ = required reading
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2. BLACK WOMEN AS SLAVES

Women were slaves, and like Black men they were worked harder than at any

cther time in human history. The slave experience was especially brutal and
inhumane for wamen since 1t transformed child birth intc commodity praoduction
and institutionalized rape as legitimate ruling class recreation. Rlack women

were alsa forced to serve whites as domestic servants and surrogate mothers
{mammys). They had unity with white women as wvictims of patriarchy, but as
§1aves Black women were managed by white women as economic and racial
'inferiors."

But Hlack women were alsa able to fight back, to develop a culture of
resistance and te give leadership to escape. There are many examples of slave
women physically fighting and dying to protect their children. Butmars gives
evidence of slave resistance through marriage rules and mnaming practices by
which an Afro—American culture was expressed. And, of course, political escape
was led by field generals such as Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth.

1. What special features of slave exploitation and oppression were
experienced by wamen?

2. How did Black wcmen create and participate inm an Afro-Bmerican culture of
resistance?

3. Discuss examples of Black women who actively fought against slavery,
especially Harriet Tubman and Scjourrer Truth.

*Qn?ela Davis, “"Reflections orn Black Womens Roale in the Community of Slaves,"

Biack Schalar, 3, Ne 4, (December 1971)

Herbert Gutmarn, The Black_ Family _in_ _Slavery _and Freedom (New York: Vintage
Baoks, 1977)

Olive Bilbert, The Narrative_ of Scjcurner_Truth (New York: Arnce Press, 1968)

Deborah White, Aren’t I A Woman? Female Slaves in the Plantation Scuth. New
York: Nerton, 1985;

Dorathy Burvham, "The Life of the Afrc-American Woman in Slavery, ' International
Journal of Women's Studies 1, 4, 1978, pp 363-377.
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3. THE BLACK WOMAN ON THE FARM

During the period from the 188@'s tc the 194@'s the majority of Black people
struggled ta survive as tenant farmers in the rural scouth. The family was the
social unit of production and was led by the aldest male. This created the
economic  basis  for strong family unity and clearly defined age/sex rales in
family life. People needed each other for security, often including cthers such
as extended family, even "fictive kin" (make believe family members). However,
whers without a male family head, Black wcmen had tc be strong emough to  play
bath roles, often calling on older women ({(cr the oldest female child) to
"mother” the yocung while mathers provided ecoromic security through gainful
emplayment.

Sexual freedom was limited by the economic pressure te build strong famil
ties, so unwed mothers with their children were chastised but integrated bac
inta the community and accepted. 1llegitimacy was a foreign cancep as every
child was welcomed into a family. Black women were denied leadership roles ir a
patriarchal church but tended tc dominate the cultural activity of music, food,
and material culture {e.g., quilting). Elack women were often in the farefront
of struggle against racist oppression, e.g., Ida B. Wells set a heoric example
with her anti-lynching crusade.

1. What is the relationship between tenant farming and family structure? Ore
women an economic asset ta their husbands? Do women need men to survive?

2. What was the rcle of Black women in the church and "legitimate" cultural
life? Did they suffer from male supremacy within the Black community?

3. Discuss the fiﬁht against lynching waged by Ida B. MWells. What specific
prabelms did she face becuase she was a woman?

*Charles Johnmson, Shadow of _the FPlantation (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1334, 1568) see part II "The Family," pp 47 - 1@2.

Rlfreda Duster, ed., Crusader for Justice: _The Atucbicoraphy of _Ida B. Wells

(Chicago: University of Chicago Fress, 1978,

Mally C. Dougherty, Becoming A__Weoman_ _in_Rural Black Culture. New York: Holt
Rinehart, 1578.

Hylan Lewis, Black Ways_aof Kent (New Haven, Conr.: Colle?e arnd University Press,
19335) see chapter 4 "Courtship, marriage, and the Family." pp 82 ~ 113.

Dorothy Sterling, We_ _Are Your _Sisters: Elack Wemen irn_the 19th Century. New
York: Norton, 1984,
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4. BLACK WOMEN IN THE CITY

The urban experience of Black women has undergone extreme charnges over the
last 4@ vyears or so. World War II led to a qualitative shift in emplaoyment,
with Black womern moving into clerical and factory jobs in unprecedented numbers
iving security to family life (either two incaomes for husband-wife due or a
ivable wage for a single parent haousehald.) However, since WORLD WAR II EBlack
unemployment rates are double that for whites, Since then, the prison and
mili arg {wars) have crippled or limited the supply of men, and the welfare
system has managed the sccial control function aver women.

Increasingly Black women have beern forced intoc being single parent heads of
househalds, along with being on the bottom of most sccial scales eg., income,
employment, educatiorn, housing, health, in addition to which the viclence
experienced (rape, etc.) goes unnoticed. The majority of Black women are no
longer domestic workers, but are firmly based in the working class, in
industrial, clerical, and service jobs. On the cother hand, Black wamer: have
beerr most politically active in the city context. From Black suffragettes tc
leaders of major organizations and institutions Rlack women have faught hard.
This includes trade unions, commuriity organizations, and civi rights
arganizations. A good example of poor Black womer being crganized is  the
National Welfare Rights Organizaticn.

1. How did the experience of Black women change during the 194@'s due to
urbanization and industrialization?

2. Discuss the issues of the single woman head of hcousehold.

3. What was the Natiormal Wel fare Rights Organization? What were its strewngths
ard weaknesses?

Barbara Jocres, " The Ecoromic 5Status of Black Wemen, " in James Williams, ed.,
Ibg Sta%g of Black Pmerican__1383 (New York: National Urban League, 1983) pp
115 - 1

Bornmie Dill, "Race, Class and Gender: Prospects for an All-inclusive
Sisterhood, " Feminist Studies 9, No i (Spring 1983) pp 131 -~ 15@

phgllis A Wallace, Black__Women_in_the Labor Force. Cambridge, Mass.: M I T
ress, 198@.

Jacqueline Jackson, "Black Women in a Racist Saciety,” Charles Willie eda.,
ngigm and_Mental Health. Fittsburg: University of Pittsburg Press, 1573, pp

185-269.

Cheryl Townsend Bilkes, "From Slavery to Sccial Welfare: Racism and the Contraol
of Black Women," in Swerdhow and Lessinger, eds., Class., _Race__and__Gender.
Boston: G.K. Hall, 1983.

CRN Study Buide / No. 1 8 Second Draft
Sisters of Struggle



9. GROWING UP AS A BLACK WOMAN

Young Black girls learn about womanhocod im a hurry —-— taking care of younger
siblings, seeing or hearing about adult sex in action due to crowded 1ivin
quarters, being ccurted for adult sex at or before puberty, and vicarious adul
experience based on TV, popular music, and candid discussions with adults,

Alsc, sexual abuse is widespread in families, schools, churches, and
recreaticonal groups (girl sccuts, YWCA, and camps, ete.). They are trapped in
contradictory and self negating value systems —— on the one hand it is ok to “da

it" (either voluntarily for fun or to seek acceptance) and on the cther hand it
is the greatest sccial crime in the community. Teern pregrancy is regarded as
one of the major problems of this era,

Giver the historical dynamic that has increased the single mother heads of
househalds, and the widespread promoticn of sexualit% in societ¥ to target the
sexually active teernager as “culprit"” is confusing the victim wi h the scurce of
the crime. Mass education, health programs (pre "and post natal care, including
contraceptives), public child care and public abortion options are absalutely
required. In the long run the single Black mcther (teens included) must
ogganize inte a wviable pali%ical farce to fight for their rights with these
changes.

1. When little Black girls grow up hew are their experierces different from
boys? white girls? middle class Black girls from working class and pcor
Black girls?

2. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the public welfare system. Are
children adequately cared for?

3. Nhatois the issue of teen pregnancy? And what pbulic policy should be
made?

Margaret Spercer, Geraldine Brookings, and Walter Allen, eds, Beginnings: The
Social and Affective Develcpment of Elack Children (Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrernce
Eribaam Asscciates, 1985)

James Comer and Alvin Pcussaint, Black Child Care: How tc Bring up a Healthy

Black__Child _in America, A Guide to Emeticnal and Psycheological evelapnent
(New Yark: Simon and Schuster, 1973)

Harriet McRAdeoo and John MeAdoo, eds., Black _Children. Beverly Hills: Sage, 1985,

Diana Slau?hter, "Becaming arn Afro—American Woman. " School Review, Feb., 1972,
pp 299-317.
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6. MARRIAGE AND COURTSHIP

The nature of courtship and marriage is undergoing radical change. Marriages
cecur later and divorce is mere frequent. FPremarital sex is normal, and trial
marriages (living tocgether first) continues. Women are once again being forced
to adapt to new canditions, in part as a result of new birth control technology,
or abortion aperations, or the conscious decision to postpone parenthocd due ¥0
educational or job related plans. Furthermore, womern and progressive forces are
fighting te change the legal system, giving womern more rights and control over
their acdies (the right to an abortion and criminal statutes for all kinds of
sexual abuse), more equality in relationships (economic rights with husbards,
and rights in commor law marriages), rights to independence (equitable no fault
divorce and prohibition of sex discrimination orn the job), and access ta female
lawyers, judges, and jury members,

However, Black men continue ta play the dominant pawer rale in courtship and
marriage. Further, they are in a severe crisis based on unemploymert, drug use
palice terrar, and Black on Black crime. In this context, Black women whao see
love, security, and family 1life with Elack men continue to catch hell. The
sclution on an individual level is between a man and a women, but on a
community/sccial level it can only be resclved as part of a social protest
mavemerit te solve these basic problems.

1. Are Black women equal partners irn courtship and marriage? How do
relationships represent a power struggle, and how do they represent equal
demccratic relations?

2. Tina Turrner asks "whats love got to do with it?" Hew do Black women
answer this question in explaining their relationship with men? What do
yau think?

3. 8elf help activities around rape, abortionr, consciousrness—railsing,
battered women, and self defense spread rapidl during the 197@s. How were
Black women affected by these activities and what is the curvent status of
such organizations in your community?

Maxivne Alexarnder, GSpeaking for Ourselves: Women aof the Scuth. New Yark: Randam
House, 1984,

Digg? Eé% Lewis, "The Black Family: Sccializatiorn and Sex Roles." Phylon 36,

Robert Staples, The_World of Black Singles. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1981.

Arniita Washington, "A Cultural and Historical Perspective an Pregnarncy—-Related
Activity Among US Teenagers." Journal of RBRlack Psychology 9:1, 1-28.

Jonce Ladner, "Teen Pregnancg," in The_ _State_of Black RAmerica_1986. New York:
ational Urban League, 1986,
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7. FAMILY AND KINSHIP

The structure of the Black family is charging, but kin relaticons remain
important adult support networks and serve the function of primary pgroup
socialization for the young. Family kinship involves arnes ancestry (using
family genealogy for ones historical identity) and Iiving kin {(using extended
family kin relations as useful reference group - support network).

Every student in Rlack studies should trace both aspects of family structure,
%enealo§y (back ta the civil war, and if possible back to Africa) and living kin
to at least 2nd cousins). The main method should be interviewing the cldest
family members about kin. Begin with your parents, ther each of their parents
{yaur grandparents), then each of their parents (your great grandparents). Get
their full names, birth date and place, and add the date of death. The more you
learrn about your family the more historical identity you have and can pass on
to your childrern. Every child should be given a name that reflects their family

history.

1. Discuss the meaning of family reunions? Geneoclogical research? In what
ways are they positive, and in what ways are they negative?

2. Why are female-headed househalds regarded as weak? Are they weak?
discuss the impact of patriarchy, feminization of poverty, and teen
pregnarncy. !

3. To what extent is the family a viable support network for Black women?

Elmer Martin and Joarmne Martin, The_ _Rlack Extended Family. Chicage: University
of Chicage Press, 1978

Carcl Stack, All Bur Kin

Robert Hill, The Strengths of Black families. New York: Emerson Hall, 197:.

James McGhee, "A Profile of the black Bingle Female-Headed Househeld," in James
Williams, ed., The State of Black America —_1984. New VYork: Naticnal Urban
League, 1984,

Walter Allen, "The Search for Qgplicable Theories of Black Family Life." Jeournal
of Marriapne and the Family, 4@:1, 1978, pp 1i7-129.
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8. BLACK WOMEN A5 ARTISTS — WRITERS

Black women are the conveyor belts of Afrc—American culture, both as creators
and communicators of the culture of everyda¥ life and in the creative arts as
well. However, in the professional creative arts Black men have been the
daminant force. Elack women artists have had more opportunities in  singing,
dancing, arnd special material arts such as quilt making. Only recently have
women been making advances as instrumentalists, composers, and writers of drama,
and especially novels.

Black womer authors have beers published since the eighteenth century but it
has not been until recently that these creative individuals became a part of the
continuum of literary expression within the U.S8. Issues such as caste divisiors
within the Rlack communitg Riack women as the ‘*mules of the world' and the
sexual exploitation of lack wamen by Black and white men have been raised in
novels, short stories and poems as authors attempted to explore in an  artistic
context the realities and ramifications of the opmressiors of Black women. Since
195@ there has been an exalosion of literary expression which was suggested by
the women writers of the Harlem Remnaissance and which was passible with the
economic and educational opportunities available after WWII. Foets and novelists
have focused with increasing clarity on the historical viclation of Black women,
their strengths and future paths of ccllective growth. These themes have been
vividly articulated and have served to destroy the sterectypes about Black women
which had previcusly existed in American literature. Finally, as is true
wherever the communitz lacks control certain styles and writers have been
promcoted by the mainstream literary es%ablishment as the artistic voice for all
Black women. We must be conscious and supportive of thase vaoices that
authentically speak in cur interest and not be misled by a madisan avenue—type
market ing strategy.

i. Why have Black women been able to make more achievements in the realm of
e¥erydayt gultural life of Rlack pecple rather than in the professional
"fine arts?®

2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the major Black women writers
today? Discuss Rlice Walker, Toni Morrison, Toni Cade Bambara, Margaret
Walker, and Sonja Sanchez.

3. Are there class differernces in the fictional treatmernt of Black women?
What difference does this make?

*Mari Evars, ed., Black Women Writers _19350-138@: A Critical Evaluation {(Garden
City, NY: Anchor Books, 19847,

Glgrig_wade Gayles, N Chrystal Stair: Visions of Race_and_Sex_in_Black Women's
iction.

Claudia Tate, ed., Black Women Writers_at Work. New York: Cont ixumum, 1983.

Trudier Harris, From_ Mammies _to Militants: Domestics _in_ _black American

Amiri Baraka and PAmina Baraka, eds Confirmatiorn: An Antholeogy of African
Pmerican_ Women (New York: Quill, 1983).
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9. BLACK WOMEN IN ELECTORAL PDLITICS

Black women did not gain the right to vote in the way Black men did. Black
men got the first installment o citizenship rights due to the 1Sth Amendment
(18 ___ ) after the civil war and the 13th (186___, abeclition of slavery) and
14th"1I8__ __, citizenship for Blacks). Rlack women got voting rights when white
women did 1n 19__ . In this instance (voting) the common experiernce of gender
was mcre important than race or class.

Womer glay the major rale of all volunteers in electoral campaigns (do  the
work!), but are severely underrepresented in leadership rales in political
garties, being slated for and winning elected office. Black womer account for
2% of the Black population. Rlack women tend to repister in equal proportion
as men but they have a greater propenisty to vate (53 toe 47% in the 198@
Presidential election). In 1982, there were 1,866 Black female elected
officials (1% of 5, 16@ Black elected officials), in 1983, the tctal was 5, 606
1,223 were women. hlack wamen, aside from being underrepresented politically,
tend to be concentrated im office holding on  public school boards (34%),
alderpersons and city clerks (46%). Only 4 Black women have served in Congress,
There has been one cabinet secretary, Patricia Harris. Twnety-seven mayors of
mainly small scuthern towns are women. There are two Hlack women presently in
Congress and only 83 Black women hold state elective offices.

1. How did Rlack womers get the vate? Discuss the suffregettes and the Voter
Rights Acts of the 156@s.

2. Compare the political behavier of Black women with white women, and Black
men.

3. Nh{ are Black women underrepresented in leadership positions in electoral
pelitics? There is a new organization, Naticnal clitical Congress of
Blackowomen. What can they de to increase the leadership rale of Black
women?

Edward T Clayton, The Negro FPolitician: His Success and Failure (Chicago:
{2gnson Publishing Cc., 1964) see chapter 3 "The Woman in Politics" pp 122 -

James Conyers and Walter Wallace, Black Elected Officials: A__Study _of_ _Hlack
Americans__Heolding _Governmental Office (New York: Russell Gage Foundation,

Robert Allen, Reluctant Reformers: The Impact of Racism__on American Socia
Reform Mcvements (Washington DC: Howard University Fress, 1974) see chapter
oman Suffrage: Feminism and White Supremacy.

1
o

Claire K Fulernwider, "Feminist Ideclogy and the Political Attitudes and
Participation of White and Mincrity Women, " Western_ Political _Quarterly, 34
{March, 1981) pp 17 -32.

Shirley Chisholm, Unbought_ and Unbossed, 197@.
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16. BLACK WOMEN IN SOCIAL PROTEST

There is a great tradition of Black women actively fi?hting for BRlack
liberation. At every stage of our historz, the contributicn of RBlack wamern has
been indispensable for all rogress. urther as Black womers have been
responsible for rearing virtually all black chiidren they have indirectly beern
behind all great leaders of Black sacial protest.

Within the black commurnity sexism (male supremacy) has beer a serious praoblem,
and it has had a negative impact inside the black liberation movement as well.
This problem is faced by women in all movemernt trends, Pan-africanism,
nationalism, Marxism, and reformism. There is a common basis for unity, mainly
against the societal forces of class exploitation and racism, but against male
supremacy as well. There is a great need to build arm independent broad based
movemert of Black women united around a ﬁrogram for the emancipation of women,
the liberation of Black people, and the averall transformation of the U.5. to
get rid of capitalist exploitation.

1. Discuss the rale of Black women in the womens movement, labor movement,
communist movement, and civil rights movement.

2. Is it possible to organize poor Black women? Discuss the natiornal Welfare
Rights Organization? Discuss union orpganizing of southern textile workers,
and domestic workers

3. Discuss the gains Black women fought fcr and won during the 1960's? How
are these gains being reversed by the Reagan government?

#Faula Giddings, When_and Where I Enter: The Impact_of Black Women en_ Race_and
Sex_in_America (New York: Bantam Books, 19847,

Virginia Blandford, ed., Black Women_and Liberatien Mavemernts (Washingtom DC:
Institute for the

Arts and Humanities, Howard University, 1981) see part one
with talks by Bernice Reagorn and Fran Beal, pp 1 - 6@.

Buzz Johnson, "I _Think of My Mother': Notes on_the Life and Times of Claudia
Jores (London: Karia Baoks, 19857,

Caralyn Ashbaugh, Lucy Parsens: _American__Revclutionary (Chicago: Charles Kerr

Publishing Ca., 19787,

Johnnetta Cole, "Militant Black Women in Early U.S. History," Black _Scheolar,
9:7, April, pp 38-44.
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Toward A Commori Curriculum

The Cooperative Research Network is distributing study guides as part of a
praject in Black studies curriculum develepment. Our purpose is to help
supplement cur basic courses, to provide new courses, and to stimulate others to
share their work in curriculum, hese course cutlines are available in bulk for
use in the classroom. Single copies are free. Write for details.

Call for New Courses

The CRN plans to publish more course coutline/study guides. We welcome
suggestions or copies of existing material. Every guide published goes through
a collective editorial process and is a collective praduct.

AcknowledomentsThis basic wark in  the development of curricula in Black
studies was partially supported by a grant from the Fund for Improvemernt in Post
Secondary Education. Support was alsc given by the Afro-American Studies Program
of the University of Mississippih Sthe University of I1lincis, and the

Cocperative Research Network in Rlac tudies,

What is the Cooperative Research Network?

The CRN is a cooperative organizatiorn of Black studies professiomals, committed
intellectuals, and community activists. The CRN was developed toc meet the most
eritical problem facing Black studies in the mid 1988s, the need for research
programs. We have to stimulate collaborative team research se¢ that our
substantive thecory and methodclogical technique will be able to fully capture
the essence of the Rlack experience,

The averall development of Black studies has made advarnces through the
standardization of basic professional norms. Members of CRN have contributed
substantiallz to this in the areas of community service, Journal publishin%,
curriculum, theory, and methodology. One of the purposes of the CRN is G
miintain the distribution of material that defines the state of the art in Black
studies.

Dur most practical research tocl is the Afro-Scholar Newsletter - a guarterly
listing of professional meetings, published articles and books. Every sericus
student /researcher should subscribe because this is the best way to stay up to

date.

The CRN is based on research work groups. Each group is working within the
paradigm of unity, establishing a new data base, and reporting results at
praofessional meetings of Black studies {e.g., Col&ege Language Asscciation,
NCES, AHSA, NCOPS, ete.) and the mainstream professions of literature, history,
scacicleogy and political science.

The idecleogical mandate of CRN is
Academic Excellence and Social Responsibility
Interested scholars and students should write:
Cooperative Research Network

Past Office Box 761G
Chicago, IL 68682 USA
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CRN STUDY GUIDE ON BLACK WOMEN / Number 1
How to use this Study BGuide

This stduy guide is designed for self study, study groups, and/or formal
academic courses. It is part of a mnational campaign by Sistes of Struggle
(808), a work group in Black womens studies of the CRN. Pecople are encaouraged to
take %his guide to their librar and request the acquisition of these materials
tc provide a basic referenc elibrary im the area on the experiences of Rlack
women. Every sericus Black women intellectual-activist should aquire this
material as part of an_essential heme library. Every Black _studies_ _program
should have_a_course_on_Hlack women. Does yours? This study guide 15 available
in bulk guantities for such use.

Also, this study guide serves as a recruitment process for Sisters of
Struggie. This is a work group of Black women intellectual-activists wha share
arn interest in clarifying the problems faced by Black women, and the sclutiorns
revealed by the historical practice of Black women in  their fight for
liberation. G505 will be active in all relevant conferences to build itself as a
?agional netwark of revelant sisters in and of our struggle. Get in touch

aday:

SISTERS of STRUGBLE
Post Office Box 111873
Memphis, TN 38111

CODOPERATIVE RESEARCH NETWORK
Past Office Box 7612
Chicago, IL 60680

Mail Ta:
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The particular proplems and concerns of Black women must be discussed mnot as
ispclated guestions, put as a part of the propiems faced By aii Biack pecpie.
Over 32% of all Black people i1n the Urnited 5States are womer. Women play a
special role in bearing chiidren anc in the famiily, angd 1increasingiy are
beccmirnig soie heads of housenclds. However, Black women face greater
discrimination than any other proup in tnis socilety——in income, i jOG
opportunities, in education, in hoiding political office, and in other areas of
social life. i

The oppression of EBlack womer has 1ts historical roots in the foundatiorn and
development of capitalism and imperialism in the United States. This spec:ail
oppressiorn 15 based on three things:

1. Most Black women are workers and are subjected to economic {(ciass)
expiocitation at the hands of the rich. Black women have always worked and
this more than anything else has shaped the experience of Black women 1w
the United Statves. In fact, the work experiences of Black women make their
concerns somewhat different from those of the women's liberation movement
which seexks to get white womern into the work place. Both Black and white
women, however, share the demand of equal pay for egual work.

2. Black womer, as do the masses of Hiack men, suffer from many forms of
racist national oppression, 1ike joo discrimination arnd the deral of
basic democratic raghts.

3. HBlack women, like all women, face male supremacy (sexism) which attempts
to put womenr: into subordimate roles 1n a male—ocominated society. This is
reflected in the role of womers 1n the Black Tamily. In short, tne
oppression of Black womern grows out of the same system of capitalism that
exploits and oppresses the masses of Black pecple and everybody eise, and
1t 15 buttressed py patriarchai ideclogy. The particular corntent of thas
oppression has been transformed as the experiences of Black people nave
changeo from slavery to the rurai experience to the urban experience.
These three periods provide the historical framework for our anaiysais of
Biack womenn ana the famiiy.

Rlkalimat and Associates,
Introduction_to Afro Americarn_ Studies, pp. 286—2@7.

Secorsd Draft
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9.

EASIC BIBLIOGRAPHY ON BLACK WOMEN

Key Hibiicoraphical References

Johnetta Cole, “"Hiack Womers in fmerica: An  Annctateo Biniiograpny.” 1he
Black_Schelar, March 1975, pp 16-gb.

Lermocd G. Davis. The _Black_ _Womarn _1r__Bmerican Society: A _Selected
Arrotated_Bibliography. Hoston: 6.K. Hall, 1975,

Bloria Hull, Patrica: Bell Scott, ang Harpara Smith, eds. Bur _bHome_or_us
fre Brave:_ Black_Womens Studies. (Jio wWestbury, N.Y.: The Feminist Fress,
1982. Gee GSection 6, VCHibliograohies ard Bibliograpnic Essays, ©  pp
221-336.

Ora Wiliiams, RAmerican _HBlacR__Women an the fArts__and _Sciences: £
Bipliograpny. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Fress, 1378.

Main Antholocgies

Toni Cade, ec.. The_Black uWomarn. New York: New American Library, 197@.

Sharon Harley and Rosalyn Terborg-Perm, eds., The__Afro—American__Woman:
Strunnles_and_lmages. Port Washingior, N. Y. : Kermixat, 15978.

Gerda Lerrner, ed., Black _Women in wnite Ameraca: A _Documertary History.
1972,

La Frances Rodgers—Rose, ed., Ithe_Black Womar. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage,
1366.

Mary Helen Washington. Black Eyed Susan.

Gerieral Works

Angela Davis, Womer, Race anc Class. New York: Random House, 1381.

Jacgueline Jones, Labor_ _of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black womer, Work, ang
the Family from Slavery to the Preserit. New York: Basic Hooks, 1585,

Jearme Noble. Beautiful, _fAlsc, _Are _the Sculs of My Hlack Sisters: A

History_of the Black Woman_irn fmerica. Englewooc Clitfs, NJ: Frentice
Hail, Inc., 1378.

Robert Staples, The__Black__Womar _1in_ _Bmerica. Chicagc: Nelson Haii
Fublishers, 1373, 78.

BENERAL OUTLINE

Women: in Africa

Black Women in Slavery
Black Women in Tenancy
Black Women in the City
Growing up as a Black Woman
Courtship and Marriage
Family and Kinship

Black Women as RArtists

Black Women in Electoral Politics

16. Bilack Women and Social Protest
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i. WOMEN IN AFRICA

Womerss lives 1in Africa reflect varied historical experiences: patriarchal
patterns of traditionai societies, colonizec scCcieties, 1ngependent Nec—coionial
societies, societies leg by socialist oriented political parties, and liperation
WOVEHENTS. homeri, 1n every case, are the wmost economicaily expioited anc
sacially oporessed of all  groups. Gver the long run, urbpanization and
inGustrialization Create preater necessity Io equalize opportunities for women
in education and employment, thereby utilizing more effectively tne labocr of
womers for profits.

Throughout RAfrican history individual women have played key roles in state
busilding ang anti—coclonial struggie {e.g., the Egyptian GQueenn Nefertiti and the
Angolan Queen Nziviga. However, only as a resuit of influernces Trom trade uniorns,
liberation movements and socialist parties dc women emerpe as a social force for
their own emarncipation. The emancipation of women reguires the liberation o
society, moderrn technoiogy, arnd nrew forms of colliective responsipility in the
soccial development of cnildrewn. Morecover, the culturai hegemony of patriarchal
rules wiil only be desiroyed by arn agoressive poilticail strupgie waged by an
independert womens movement, including mass political education for women and
mer, anqvprogressxve women 1 S@% of leadgership roles.

: @\ —_— '

1. To what extent were womer emawncipated in traditiornail Trican society? To
what extent were women liberated under colonilalism? by major religions?
by the post—colonial state in Hirica?

. What 1s the roie of women in the movements to build new societies urder
socialism? Discuss the example of Arigoian women.

3. What are the experiences of women in South Africa {ARzania) today? How are
they oppressed? How are they contributing to the 1liberation struggle?
Deal with Winmie Mandela.

Maria Rosa Cutrufella, Women of Africa. Londori: Zed, 15983,

Editorial Committee, ed., Women iwn Niperia Today. London: Zed, 198%

- #0rgavization of Angolan Women, Angolan Women Building the Future. Londorn: Zed,
1384.

Hinnie Mandela, Part of My Soul. Londcrn: fenpuin Books, 1985,

lvan Van Sertima, Black Women in Antiguity. New Brurnswick, NJ: Transition Boors,
1365.

# = reguired reading
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2. BLACK WOMEN A5 SLAVES

Womers were siaves. and like Biack mern they were worked harder than at ary

other time i humarn history. The slave experiernce was especially bruzali aro
inhumane for womern since 1t transformed child birth into commodity proouction
ang i1nstitutionalized rape as legitimate ruiing class recreation. Biack women

were also forced to serve whites as domestic servants ant surrogate wmothers
{mammys). They had unity with white womers as victims of patriarchy, bBut as
slaves Black women were managed by Whi1te womern as economic ant racial
"inferiors. *

Hut BHlack womerr were also able to Tight back, tc cevelop a culiture of
resistance anc to give ieadership to escape. There are many examples of slave
womer: physicaily faghtaing and dying to protect their chiidrer. Gutmarr gives
evidence of siave resistance through marriage ryles anc naming practices by
wiiich an Hfro-American culture was expresses. fAnc, of course, political escape
was lec by field penerals such as Harriet Tubman arnd Sojourner Truth.

1. #hat special fTeatures of slave exploitatiorn and Oppression  were
experienced by womer?

¢. How did Black women create and participate in an RAfrc-Rmericamn culture of
resistarnce?

3. Discuss examples of Black womern who actively fougnt against siavery,
especially Harriet Tubman anag Scjocurner Truth.

*Angela Davis, “Reflectiorns on Hlack womens Roie in the Community of Slaves,”
Black Scheolar, 3, No 4, {December 13971)

Herbert Gutman, The Black__Family _an__Slavery _and Freedom {(New York: Vintage
Books, 1977)

Blive Gilbert, The Narrative of Scjocurner Truth (New York: Arno Fress, 1968)

Deborah White, Aren’t 1 A HWoman? Fewale Slaves in the FPlantation Scuth. New
York: Norton, 1385,

Dorothy Burwnham, "The Life of the Afro-American Woman in Slavery,® Internatioral
Journal of womer's Stucies i, 4, 1978, pp 363—-377.
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3. THE BLACK WOMAN ON THE FARM

During the pericd from the 188@'s o the i5944's the majorlty of Hlack peosie
strugglied tTo survive as tenant Tarmers in the rural scuth. The famiiy was the
socrcilai unit of production arng was itea by ithe oldest masie. This createc zne
ecorncmic basis for strong family unlty and ciearly cetinead apge/sex roles in
family life. People neecec each other for security. cften including octhers such
as extencec ftamii:y, evers "fictive Kin® (mane peileve fTamily memoersi. However,
wner withcut a male famiiy nead, Bilack women had to be stirong encugn TG piay
both roles, often calling on oider womer {or the oioest femaie child) 3G
“mcther” the young while mothers provigec economic security through gainful
empioymernt.

Sexual freedom was 1limited by the ecoromic pressure to buiid strong family
ties, so unwed mothers with their childrern were chastised but irntegratec back
intoc the community and accepted. 1liegitimacy was a foreign corncept as every
chiid was weicomed into a family. Black women were denied leadership roles in a
patriarchal church bul tended to dominate the cultural activity of music, food,
and material culture {(e.g., quiiving). Biack women were ofter in the forefromt
of struggle agairnst racist oppression, €.0., idz B. Weils set a8 heoric examoie
with ner anti-—lymnching crusade.

i. What 1s the relationship between terarnt farming and family structure? Are
womers an economic asset to their husbands? Do womers need men to survive?

€. What was the role of Black womer 1rn the church and "legitimate” cultural
1ife? Dio they suffer from male supremacy within the Black community?

3. Discuss the fight against lynching waged by Iga HB. We:is. Wnat specific
probeims did she face becuase she was a woman?

*Charles Johnsorn, Shadow_of the_ Plantation {(Chicago: Uraversity of Chicago
Press, 1934, 1968) see part 11 "The Famiiy,” pp 47 — 1¢Z.

Aifreda Duster, ed., Crusader for _Justice: The Azucbionraphy of Ida H. Welis
(Chicago: University of Chicago Fress, 1597@).

Molly . Dougherty, Becoming A _Woman _irn Rural Hlack Culture. New York: Holt
Kinenart, 15376.

Hylan Lewis, Black wWays of Hent {(New Haver, Corin.: Coliege and University Press,

1955) see chapter 4 *Courtship, marriage, and the Famiiy.” pp 82 — 113.

Dorothy Sterling, We _Are_ Your Sisters: Biack_Womern ir_the 19th Century. New
Yorxk: Nortorn, 1384,
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4. BLACK WOMEN IN THE CITY

The urpan experience of Biatk women has uncerocn® extreme chanpes over the
last 48 years or so. world kar 1l led to & guaiitazive shift in  empicvicert,
with Black women moving irnto clericai and Tacicry JODS 1N UNPreceGented rmumbeErs
giving security to family life (either two incomes for huspand-wite duc or a
livabie wane ‘or a single parent nousenclid.’ However, since WORLD WAR i1 Black
urierpioyment rates are doubie that for whites. Sirnce then, the prisor anc
milxtary {(wars) have craippiec or limited the suppiy of men, and the weitare
system has managed the sociai control functicr over womer.

Increasingly Hiack womerr nave beers Torced into peing singie parent heads of
households, along with being orn the bottom of most sccial scales, eg., income,
emplaymerit, educatior, hous:ing, nealth, i1m addition to which the vicierce
experiernced {(rape, etc.!} goes urnoticed. The majcrity of DBlack women are no
ionger domestic worders, but are firmly pased 1in the workingn ciass, in
industrial, clerical, and service jobs. Ors the other hand, Black womer; have
beerr most poiitically active in the city context. From Hlack suffragettes to
leaders of major organizazions and institutions Black womern have fought hard.
Thise 1ncludes trade urnions, commuriaty orgariizations, and civii rignts
crgarnizaticns. # pocd example of poor Boack women being orpanized 1s  the
National Weifare Rights Organization.

i. How did the experience of Hlack women change durang the 194@'s due to
urbanizatiorn and irndustrialization?

. Discuss the issues of the sirngle woman head of household.

3. What was the National WelTare Rights Ornarization? What were its strerngths
arki wearnesses?

Barbara Jones, " The Economic &Status of HBiack Women,” in James Wiliiams, ed.,
Ing St%ge of Rlack fmericarn 1583 {(New York: National Urban League, 1583) pp
115 - 154

Borimie Dill, “Race, Class, and Gender: Prospects for ars All-inciusive
Sisterhcod, ” Feminist Studies 9, No 1 (Spraing 1583) pp 131 - 156

Fhylilis R wallace, Black _Womwer iy the Labor Force. Cambridge, Mass.: m 1 7
Fress, 1980.

Jacgueiine Jacksor, “Black Women inn a Racist Society,” Charles Wiliie, ed.,
Rag&gm_and Mental Health. Pittsburg: University of Pittsburg FPress, 1973, pp
2649,

Cheryl Townsenc Gilkes, “From Slavery to Sccial weifare: Racism ana the Control
ot HBlack Womern,” irn Swerdhow arnd Lessinger, eds., Class, Race and Gender.
Bostori: G.K. Hali, 1385, j
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5. GROWING UF A5 A BLACK WOMAN

Yourng Black giris learn about wamannooo 1w & nurry —— taRaing care of yocunaer
sibiings, seeirg oOr hearing about  aduilt sex 1y acticr due to Crowcec 11ving
guarters, be:ng courted Tor adulit sex at or petore puberty, and vicar:ious aduit
experierce based orr TV, popuiar music, and candid discussions with aduits.

Also, sexual abuse 15 widespreac 1in Tfamilies, SCHCGIS, churches, and
recreaticonal groupe {niri scouts, YWCH, and camps, etc.). They are trapped in
contradictory ant SeiT renating VELiue SYySsiems —— or The orne nanc 1t 15 ok to ‘e

1t”? lesther volurntarily for furn or to seer acceptarnce) and on the cther nard 1t
is the greatest sccial crime 1nn the community. Teern pregrnancy 15 regardes as
ong of the major problems of this era.

Given the bistorical dynamic that has increased the single mother heads of
households, and the wicespreac promotion of sexuality in society, to target the
sgxually active teernager as “culprit” 1s contusing tne victim witn the scurce of
the crime. Mass education, health programs (pre ard post natal care, irncludirng
corniraceptives), public cniid care arnc pubiic aportion options are absciutely
required. in the 1long run, the single Black mother (teers ircluced) wust
oggan1ze intc a viable political force to fight for their rights with these
charnges.

1. When lattie Hlack girls grow up now are their experiences different from
boys? white girlis? migcle class Biack girls from working class ana poor
Black giris?

2. Discuss the strengths arg weakrnesses of the punlic welfare system. Are
children adequately cared for?

3. What 1s the issue of teen pregrancy? #And wnat pbulic policy snould be
made?

Margaret Spercer, Geraldine Brookings, and Walter Allen, eds, Beginnirgs: The
Social _and Affective Development of Black Children {(Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence
Eribaam Associates, 159849

James Comer avd Alvin FPoussaint, Biack Cniio  Care: How o Bring up & Heaitny

Black Chaild _in_fAwerica, R Guide to Emctional anc_ rsychological evelopent
invew York: Simcrns anc Schuster, 1979

Harriet McRdoo ano Jonrs MoRdoo, eds., Black Children. Eeverly Hillis: Sage, 13985.

Diana Slaughter, “Becoming arn Afro-RAmerican Womar. * School Review, Feb., 197,
pp 295-317.

Maya Angelou, 1_Kriow_Why tne Caped Bird Sings. New York: Random House, 1974@.
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6. MARRIAGE AND COURTSHIF

The nature of ccurtship arng warriapge 1S undergoing racgical cnhange. Marriages
cccur later anc divorce 1s more freguent. Premarital sex 1s normal, and trial
marriages (iiving together Tirst) continues. Women are once agairn beirng Torced
to adapt to new conditions, 1n part as a result of riew pirth control techrclcoy,
or abortiors operations, or the corscious decision to postpone parenthood due to
educational or job related plans. Furthermore, womer: and progressive forces are
finhting to charnge the iegal system, Q[iving womern more righnts and control  over
their bodies {the right to arn asortion anc criminal statutes for all kinds of
sexual abuse), more eguality in relationsnips {econcmic rights with husbarnds.,
arnc rights irn common law marriapes), rights to indeperdernce {equitable noc fauit
divorce awd prohibition of sex discrimination on the jobl), and access to female
lawyers, judges, and Jjury memDErs.

However, Black men continue to play the dominant power roie in courtsnip arno
marriage. Furthery, they are in a severe Crisis baseo on unemploymert, drug use,
pclice terror, and HBlack on Black crime. In this context, Black women who seex
love, security, and family 1life witn Black men contiriue to catch heil. The
saclution on an 1ndividual level 1s petweers a man ard a women, bDut on a
commuriity/sccial leve: i1t can ornly be resclvecd as part of a social protest
movemerit to sclve these bpasic probleds.

i. Are BHlack women equal partrners in courtsnip and marriage? How da
relationships represent a power struggle, and how do they represent egual
demccratic relations?

2. Tina Turrer asks “"whats love got to do with 1t?* How do Black women
arnswer this question in explaining their relaticonship with men? What co
you think?

3. BSelf helip activities arocurd rape, abortiorn, CONSC10USNess—ralsing,
batterec womer, anc self defernse spread rapidly during the 157¥Us. How were
Black women aftfected by these activities ard what 1s the current status of
such orgarazations in your community?

Maxine Riexarnder, Speaking for Ourselves: Womern_of the South. New Yori: Rarndom
House, 15984.

Diane K. Lewis, "The Black Famiiy: Scciaiization and Sex Roles.” Phylon 3b,
221237,

Robert Staples, The world of Black Sinples. Westport, C€7: Greernwcood Fress, 1981.

Ariita Washington, "A Cultural and Historical Perspective on Pregnancy-iKelated
Activaty fimong US Teenagers.” Journal of HBlack Psychology %:1, 1-28.

Joyce Ladner, "Teen Pregnancy,” in The State of Black America_i986. New York:
Natiorial Urbar: League, 1986.
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7. FAMILY AND KINSHIF

The structure of the #Slack tTamiiy is changing, Dut Kin reiations rewmsin
important adult support nrnetworss and serve the function of primary group
scciaiization for the young. rFamiiy Rinshilp 1nvoives ones ancestiry {using
family pernealogy for ones historicai icenitity) ano 1iving «in {(usirng extencec
family kin relations as useful reference group — support networkl.

Every studerit iy Biack studies shoulig trace bBoth aspects of family structure.
geriealony (back to the civil war, anc 1T possibie back to Africal) anag iiving ®Kain
{tc at least &2nc cousins). The main method should be interviewing the cidest
family members atcut Rir. Bepin with your parernts, tner each of their parents
{ycur grardparents)}, then each of their parents {your great prandparents;. Gez
their fuil names, birth date and place, and add the date of deatn. The more you
learn about your family the more historical identity you have, and carn pass on
go your children. Every cnild should pe given a name that refiects their Tamiiy

istory.

1. Discuss the mearang of fam:ily reurnons? Gerieclogicai researcn? In what
ways are they positive, and in what ways are they negative?

2. Why are female-headed housenclds regarded as weak? Are they weaw?
discuss the impact of patriarchy, feminization of poverty, ard zteen
pregnancy.

3. To what extent i1s the family a viaple support network for Hlack women?

Eimer Martin ard Joarne Martin, The Blacr Extended Family. Chicago: Universaty
of Chicago Press, 1978

Carol Stack, All Our Kin

Robert Hi1liy, The Strennths of Black families. New York: Emerson nall, 1972Z.

James McGhee, "A Profile of the black Single Female—-Headed Household.® in James
Williams, ed., The_ State of Black_HAmerica —_1984. New York: Naticnal Urban
League, 13584,

Balter Allen, *The Search for Applicanle Theories of Black Family Life.” Journal
of _Marriage and_the Family, 4@:1, 1378, pp 117-1&59.
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8. BLACK WOMEN AS ARTISTS — WRITERS

Blzck womern: are the conveyor beits of Afroc—fmericar culture, Dotn as creators
and communicators of the culture of everyday life and irn the creative arts as
well. However, 1n the professiona: Ccreative arits diack men have opeen tne
dominant force. Biack womern artists have hac more opporturnities in  sinping.
darcing, and special materiai arts sucn as guiit making. Oniy recently have
womers beeys making advances as instrumentalists, composers, and writers of drama,
arid especialiy noveis.

Flack women authors have peen published since the eignteentn certury bput at
has rot beernr until recently that these creative ingividuals became a part of the
constiruum of literary expressiorn within tne U.5. lIssues such as caste aivisions
within the Biack commuriity, Biack womern as the 'mules of the worid' anc the
sexual exploitationn of Bilack women by Black and white men have bDeen raisec 1rn
novels, short stories and poems as authors attemptea to explore in an  artistic
context the realities aro ramifications of the oppression of Hlack women. Saince
135¢ there has been an explosion of literary expression which was suggested by
the women writers of the Harliew Renri@aissance and which was possible with  the
economic and educatiorial opporturnities availaoie after Whil. Foets aro novelists
have focused with increasing clarity on the nistorical vioclation of Black womer.
their strewmngths and future paths of collective growth. These themes have been
vividly articuiated and have served to destroy tne stereotypes about Biack womer:
which had previocusily existed in Ffmerican literature. Finally, as 1s true
wherever the community lacks control, certain styies and writers have been
promoted by the mairstream literary estabiishment as the artistic voice for ail
Black womers. We must be consciocus ard supportive of those voices that
authentically speak in ocur interest arnd not be misied by a madison avenue—-type
marketing strategy. ¢

1. Wnhy have Black women been able to make more achievements 1in the reaim of
everyday cultural life of Black people rather than in the professional
*fine arts?”

€. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the major Black women writers
today? Discuss RAiice Walker, Toni Morrison, Toni Cade Hambara, mMarparet
Balker, and Sonja Sanchez.

3. Are there class differernces in the Tictional treatment of Hlack women?
What difference does this make?

#Mari Evans, ed., Black Women__Writers _1956-1986: A Critical Evaluation (Barden
€City, NY: Anchor Hooks, 1984).

Gloria Wade Gayles,; No Chrystal Stair: Visions of Race ang_Sex_in _Hlack women's
Fiction.

Claudia Tate, ed., Black Women Writers at_ Work. New York: Continumum, 1583.

Trudier Harris, From Mammies _to Miiitants: Domestics  in__black ameraican

Literature. Pniladelphia: jewple Uraversity Press, 1982.

Amiri Baraka and Amina Baraka, eds, Confirmwation: An Antholeogy of Arrican
HAmericar_Women {(New York: Guiil, 1983).
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9. BLACK WOMEN IN ELECTORAL POLITICS

Black women did not pain the rignt to vote in the way Black men ocid. Hiack
mer; got the first installment of citizenship riphits due to the 15th Hmencmert

(i4____J) after the civii war anc the i3th (186__ , abolition of slavery) anc
14th (18 ____, citizenship for Blacks). Biack womers not voting rights whern white
women did in 19 __ . In this anstance (voting) the common experience of gpender

was more important than race or cl ass.,

wWomen play the major rocie of aili voiunteers in electorail campaigns {(do  tne
work!(j, but are severely urderrepresented 1irn leadership roles in politicai

arties, being siated fTor and winring elected office. Hlack womern accourt Tor
J&% of the Black population. Hlack women terd to register in egual proporticn
as men but <they have a greater propenisty toc vote (53 to 47% in the 1984
Presidential electionl. In 1982, tnere were 1,866 HBlack femaie eiectec
officials (£1% of 5,168 Black elected officiaisi, in 1983, the totai was 5,60b;
1,&¢3 were women. Hlack women, aside from being urderrepresented politically,
tend tco be concentrated in office hoiding on  pubilc school poards (s4%).
algerpersons and city clerks {46X). Only o Black womer: have served in Congress.
There has been one cabinet secretary, Fatricia Harris. Twnety—-seven mayors of
mairily smali southerrn towns are womer. There are two Hlack womern preserntly in
Corgress and only 83 Biack women holod state elective offices.

1. How did Black womern get the vote? Discuss the suffrepettes and the Voter
Rights Acts of the 196@s.

2. Compare the political benavior of Black women with white women, and Black
mer.

3. HWhy are EBlack women underrepresented in ieadersnip positions in electoral
politics? There 15 a new organization, National FPFolitical Congress of
Black Womer. What can they do to increase the leadership role of Bilack
women?

Edward T Clayton, The_ _Negro Politician: His Success_ang Failure (Chicapo:

Johrison Publishing Co., 1964/ see cnapter 3 “The woman 1n  Politics® pp 12 —
148,

James Conyers and Walter Wallace, Biack Elected Officials: A  Study of Hiack
Americans__Holding 6overnuental Oftice (New York: Russell Gage Foundaticr,

6] see chapter &4 "Sex Difterences” pp 83 — 1@1.

Robert Allen, Reiuctant Reformers: The _1Impact of KRacism _on_ fAmericarn Social
Reform Mcvements {Washington DC: Howard University Press, 1574) see chapter 5

* Woman Suffrage: Feminism and White Supremacy.

Claire K Fulenwider, ”Femznlst; Ideociogy and the Political Attitudes ano
Participation of White and Minority Wowen,” Western Political Ruarterly, 34
{March, 1581) pp 17 -38.

Shirley Chisholm, Unbougnt and Unbossed, 197@.
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16. BLACK WOMEN IN SOCIAL PROTEST

There 1s a great tradition of Hlack women actively fighting for Black
liperatiori. At every stage of our history, the corntributiorn of Hiack women has
beern i1ndispernsablie Tor ail progress. Furtner, as Bilack womern have bpeen
responsible for rearing virtually aili biack chiidren they have indirectly peen
behind ali great leaders of Black social protest.

Within the black community Sexism (male supremacy’ nas Deen a Serious prooiem,
and it has had a negative impact inside the biack (iperation movemernt as weil.
This problem i1s fTaced by women 1n all movemernt trervnds, Pan—arricarnisi,
naticrialism, Marxism, and reformism. There i1s a common basis for unity, mainly
against the scocietal forces of class exploitation and racism, but against male
supremacy as welil. There 15 a great meed to build an ingependent brcocad baseo
movement of Hiack women uniited around a program Tor the emancipation oT  womer,
the liberation of Biack pecople, ang the overall transformation of the U.S5. to
get rid of capitalist expicitation.

1. Discuss the rcole of Black womers iri the Jmomens moVEWENT, i3aDOY MOVEMEYT.
communist movement, and civil rights movemenct.

2. 1s 1t possiblie to organize poor Black women? Discuss the national wWelTare
Rights Orpanization? Discuss unior organizing of scuthern textile workers,
and domestic workers .

3. Discuss the gains Black women foumnt for and worn during the 196@'s? How
are these gains beirng reversed by the Reagan goverrmernt ?

*Paula-Glddlngs, When and wWhere 1 _Enter: The Impact of Black Women on_Race_and

Sex_in_America (New Yorwk: Bantam Hooks, 15984).

Virginia Blandford, ed., Bilack Women and Liberation _Movements {(Washington 0UC:

Institute for the Arts and Humanities, Howard University, 1981) see part one
with talks by Bernice Reagor ard Fran Beal, pp 1 —~ 66.

Buzz Johrnson, 1 _Thaink of My Mother®: Notes on_the Life arnd Times of Ciaudia
Jones {(Lordon: Karia Books, 1985).

Carolyn Ashbaugh, Lucy Parsons: _fimerican Revolutionary (Cnicago: Charles Kerr
Publishing Co., 15976).

Johrmetta Cole, "Militant Black Women in Eariy tU.5. History,” Biack _Schoilar,
S:7, April, pp 38-44.
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Toward A Common Curriculum

The Cooperative Researcn NetworX 15 distributing study pQuides as pars of a
project 1in Black studies curricuium oevelopment. {ur purpose 1s toc heip
suppiement cur bBasiC COUurses, TG Provide rnew courses, and to STimuiate CTNErs to
share their work irn curriculum. These course ocutilnes are availabie im buir for
use iv the classroom. Singlie copies are tree. Write for getaiis.

Call for New Courses

The CRN plans to publish more course outline/study guides. We welcowme
suggestiorns or copies of existing material. Every guide published goes througn
a collective editoriai process and is a coilective product.

AckriowledomertsThis basic work in the development of curricuia in Biack
studies was partially supported by a grant from the Fund for lmprovewent in Fost
Secondary Educaticon. Support was alsc given by the Afrc—fmerican Studies Program
o the Umiversity of mMississippi, tine Umiversity of lilincis, and tne

Cooperative Research Network in Black Studies.

What is the Cooperative Research Network?

The CRN 1s a cooperative organization of Black studies professionals, committed
intellectuals, and commuridty activists. The CRN was deveioped to meet the most
critical probiem facing Biack studies 1in the mid 198@s, the need tor research
programs. We have ta stimuiate coilaborative team research soc that our
substantive tneory and metnodclogicail techrilque wilil be able to fuily capture
the essernce of the Black experience.

The overall deveiopment of Biack studies has made advances through the
standardization of pasic professionai rorms. Mewmbers of CRN have corntributeo
substantxallz to this in the areas of community service, Jjournal ublishirig,
curriculum, theory, and methodociony. Owvie of the purposes of the ERN 15 to
maintain the distribution of materiai that defines the state of the art in Black
studies.

Our most practical research tool 1s the Afro-Scholar Newsietter — a guarterly
listing of professional meetings, publisheo articles ard books. Every serious
student /researcher should subscribe pecause tnis 1s the best way to stay up to
date.

The CRN 1s based on research worh groups. Each group i1s working witnin the
paradigm of umty, establishing a new data base, and reporting results at
ﬁrofess1onal meetings of Hiack studies {(e.g., College Language AssScc1ation,

CBS, AHSA, NCOFS, etc.) and the mainstream professions of titerature., history,
sociology and political science.

The ideclogicai mandate of CRN is
fAcademic Excellence and Social Responsibility
Interested scholars and students snould wrate:
Cooperative Kesearch Network

Post Office Box 7614
Chicago, It eubB@ USAH
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Crkn STUDY GUIDE ON HLACK WOMEN / Numbper 1
How to use_this Study Guide

This stouy guioge 1s designec for seif study, study proups, and/or formal
academic courses., It 1s part of a mational campaign by bListes of Struggie
{505), a work group in Black womens studies of the CRN. FPeople are encouraned to
take this guide to their library and request tne acquisition of these materials
to provide a basic referenc elibrary in the area on the experiences of Hiack
wWomer. Every seriocus Hiack women intellectual—activist shouid aguire tnis
material as part of an esserntiai home library. Every HBilack _studies_  prooram
shoulc _have a course on_Biack womeri. Does yours? This stucy guide 1S5 avaiiab.ie
in bulk gquantities for such use.

Also, this study guide serves as a recruitment process Tor Sisters of
Struggle. This 15 a work group of Hlack womer intellectual-activists who share
ar interest in clarifying the problems Taced by Hiack women, and the solutions
revealed by the historical practice of KBiack women 1im their fight for
liberatior. 505 will be active in all relevart conferences to build 1tseiT as a
national network of revelant sisters in and of our struggie. Get in touch
today:

S15TERS of STRUBGLE
Post Office Box 111873
Memphis, TN 38111

COOPERATIVE RESEARCH NETWORK
Post Office BHox 761@
Ch:icago, 1L 6068¢

Maxrl To:
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SISTERS OF STRUBGLE: BLACK WOMEN AND BLACK LIBERATION

There 1s no more important topic Tor study than women, and this 15 as egqually
true for Black women as for anybody else. fAnd yet, without effort, especially
on the part of women them— selves, this study will not be urdertaken properiy,
women will go unknown as before and the emancipation of women will pe prolonged
even more. This 1s a study guide to encourage the proper study of Hlack women.

This study guide 1s organized into three parts: topics 1 - 4 focus on Black
womens experiences within the essential periocds of Afro-Rmerican historical
modalities (Africa, Slavery, Tenancy, and the urban experiencel’; topics S - 7

facus on the developmental sex-role changes for Hlack women {(growinig up,
courtship and marriage, and family-kinship networks); and topics 8 — 1@ focus on
movements and the politics of soc:ial change (the artsy politicsy and protestl.
We have included a bibliography of gerneral texts frequently used in Black womens
studies, and a chart to see how all of these texts cover the ten topics of this
study guide. -

THE TRIPLE OPPRESSION OF BLACK WOMEN, 1980

White Black White Black
males - males females females

Income
Mean income for full-time
workers 21,023 14,709 12,156 11,230
Education . i
College (1 or more years) 3179 22.1 28.8 20.6
Occupation
Professional 15.8 78 169 13.2
Clerical and Sales 12.0 10.3 42.3 0331
Blue Collar 45.3 56.3 13.7 ' 15.3
Service 7.7 17.0 18.4 344
Unemployment (1981) 6.5 15.7 6.9 . 15.6

Source: Based on data in National Urban League, The State of Black America,
1983, pp. 113, 142, and 152-53.

fNote to readers of &nd draft: We need to locate more recent data. Can you
help?l

[

The Cooperative Research Network {(see page 13) has estaplished a new work
group, SISTERS OF STRUGGLE. The 505 1s open to all sisters who agree with the
opiectives of the CRN, the general thrust of this study guide; and the general
thrust of the text Introduction_to_RAfro-fimerican__Studies by RAbdul ARikalimat ana
Hssociates.
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